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NOTES AND QUEKIES. 



The Ohio Company. — [We have received the following communi- 
cation from Colonel E. C. Dawes, of Cincinnati, O., in reference to the 
statements made by Heckewelder concerning the Ohio Company. 
(See " Journey to the Wabash in 1792," Penna. Mag., Vol. XI. pp. 
472, 473.)— Ed.] 

"The Ohio Company was composed of 1000 shares of $1000 each. 
The shares were payable in government debt certificates, upon which 
one year's interest was due, or to the extent of one-seventh the whole 
amount in land-warrants of 1000 acres. Each share paid $10 in specie 
as an expense fund, and those who paid land- warrants paid an additional 
amount equal to the value of one year's interest on $1000 of debt cer- 
tificates. The contract for purchase of 1,500,000 acres of land at sixty- 
six and two-thirds cents per acre was made in July, 1787. Land-war- 
rants were made receivable for one-seventh the total amount at the rate 
of 150 acres for each 100-acre land-warrant. Government securities 
were then worth 12 to 15 per cent., and land-warrants $10 to $15 per 100 
acres. 

" At the time of making the contract but 250 shares of the Ohio 
Company had actually been taken. The remainder was soon subscribed 
for, and the first payment of $500,000 was made in October, 1787. The 
second payment was not due until certain surveys were completed. The 
success of the Ohio Company in making a purchase on such favorable 
terms stimulated the market for government securities and also for land- 
warrants. 

" In 1789, after the adoption of the Federal Constitution, securities 
advanced so much that many who had subscribed for shares refused to 

Eay. for them, and 148 shares were forfeited. A number of others made 
ut partial payments. 

" Occasional forays by the Indians delayed the surveys, and the break- 
ing out of the Indian war in 1790 stopped them entirely, and also destroyed 
the market for land- warrants and land. Securities continued to increase 
in value. Land-warrants depreciated. The treasurer of the Ohio Com- 
pany held about $200,000 of securities in his hands applicable to the 
payment, besides a large number of land-warrants. So long as these 
securities remained in the Ohio Company treasury the interest accruing 
on them inured to its benefit. When paid to the United States the 
interest ceased. The final payment was not due until the surveys were 
completed, and less payments could not secure a title. Many of the 
shareholders who had bought securities and converted them into shares 
for speculation were clamorous that the contract be given up and the 
residue in the treasury divided, — securities to those who paid securities, 
land-warrants to those who had paid in them. Those who had moved 
to Ohio, or intended to do so, on the other hand, insisted that the origi- 
nal articles of agreement which defined the relative value of certificates 
and land- warrants be adhered to, and that every effort be made to secure 
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the amount of land actually paid for, and that any funds remaining be 
divided pro rata to all shares, however originally paid. 

"Most of those who had settled on the lands were men of small 
means, and had paid for their shares in land- warrants, which they or 
their fathers had earned by service in the Revolution. The directors of 
the Company sustained the settlers. In 1792 the directors and agents 
met in Philadelphia to effect a settlement of the affairs of the Company. 
While in session, there occurred a financial panic in New York. The 
treasurer of the Ohio Company failed, owing about $50,000, most of 
which proved a total loss. 

" After much delay, a bill finally passed both houses of Congress con- 
firming to the Ohio Company the title to 750,000 acres of land for the 
payment already made, and authorizing the President also to convey to 
it 214,285 acres, to be paid for in army bounty warrants. 100,000 acres 
were granted to the directors of the Ohio Company in trust to be con- 
veyed in tracts of 100 acres each to actual settlers. Of the original 1000 
shares, 148 had been forfeited for non-payment, 83 had been paid in part, 
769 had been paid in full. The 769 only were admitted to a dividend 
of the residuary funds. The 83 were consolidated into 53 shares so 
nearly paid up as to entitle them to a dividend of the full amount of 
lands only. The dividend of lands to each share was 1173 acres. Resi- 
dent shareholders received at once 100 acres per share additional from 
the donation tract. Non-residents were entitled to the same amount if 
each share could furnish a settler within the purchase prior to April, 
1797. 

" There was left in the treasury, after paying all claims, a sum equal 
to $152.48 per share, which was paid to the 769 paid snares in four 
payments. The first, of $104, in 1792 ; the second, of $26, in 1794; the 
third, of $18.72, in ; and the final dividend of $3.76, in 1815. 

" The ' honest poor man/ who paid for his share in land- warrants, 
earned with his blood, received for his original payment of about $17 
cash and his 100-acre land-warrant 1273 acres of land and $130 in 
money, which at the time it was paid would have bought an additional 
3250 acres of land- warrants. (I have in my possession a contract made 
April, 1792, for the purchase of 50 land- warrants of 100 acres each for 
$200.) Besides, he afterwards obtained other dividends aggregating 
$22.50. The speculator who paid in securities purchased at 12 to 15 
cents on the dollar, received back the money he originally invested, 1173 
acres of land, and a donation right of 100 acres beside. 

" The settlement was therefore far more favorable to all shareholders 
than if the original plan had been carried out and the entire amount of 
lands secured, notwithstanding the loss by the failure of the treasurer." 

Pastoral Letter op Rev. Nicholas Collin. — The original of the 
following letter has recently been donated by Dr. Alfred Stille" to the 
Historical Society : 

To the Members of the Swedish Lutheran Churches of Wica- 

COA, KlNGSESSING, AND UPPER MERION. 

Beloved in God. 

Whereas it may please the Father of our immortal Spirits to call me 
before I can convene a meeting of you, I deem it a conscientious duty 
to impress this solemn charge on your minds. 

The mixture of nations and religious denominations ; the want of 
order so common in this part of America ; the gradual extinction of the 
Swedish language ; a want of gratitude to some worthy pastors ; and the 
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faults of the less worthy, whether of the head or heart ; — all these causes 
combined in various ways have from an earlier period, but more es- 
pecially since thirty or forty years so impaired these congregations, 
that but a part of those who by the Charter have a right to mem- 
bership merit the same. Corruption of manners and many temporary 
calamities have been and are the visible consequences. Many of the 
Children receive no education ; and both from ignorance and early 
habits become vicious youths. Many persons both old and young fre- 
quent no public worship whatever : some fluctuate between various So- 
cieties, and never become settled in principles and practice. How many 
of the ancient Swedish families have lost opulent patrimonies by their 
debauchery, vanity, idleness ; and by the unhappy connections they 
formed; evil companions, fraudulent dealers, and wicked conjugal 
mates ! That orphans are bound out among strangers ; and that friend- 
less old persons are thrown upon public charity, are great evils among 
the many that arise from the defect of social aid. 

You know how earnestly and frequently I have represented these 
things, both in my sermons and private conversations ; and that Divine 
Grace has enabled me by the exertions of eleven years to effect a con- 
siderable improvement. I beseech you again, perhaps the last time, to 
reflect that God has attached the greatest blessings, both Spiritual and 
temporal, to the faithful performance of social duties, but many woes to 
the neglect of them. Collect therefore all the piety, goodness, knowl- 
edge, and whatever talents among you ; and unite for the service of your 
Creator, your own most important interests, the wellfare of your off- 
spring, and the good of the nation of which you make a part. 

The godly and generous zeal of some pastors, and the solicitude of our 
ancestors have provided an estate, which by good management will fur- 
nish the principal support of Divine Worship and of your spiritual 
ceconomy ; I charge you to preserve and administer it faithfully, as the 
Stewards of God. 

Eemain at reast for awhile, unconnected with any other churches or 
religious societies, for you cannot in the present fluctuation forsee what 
is most expedient. 

I cannot recommend a Swedish successor exclusively; but as it is 
probable that many natives of Sweden will at times arrive in this city, 
and the number of constant residents may also increase, a Swedish 
Clergyman would be very useful to them, both as a Spiritual teacher, 
and a comforter under the difficulties to which strangers are so liable. 
As it was the undoubted intention of your ancestors to benefit the chil- 
dren of their mother-country ; and as Sweden has for a century expended 
great sums for the Mission, of which your congregations have had their 
full share ; it is your duty to allot a part of the revenues for the support 
of such a clergyman, if the Swedish Government should permit one to 
come : which share ought not to be less than one-third of all the annual 
revenues, and yearly value of the parsonage. A well chosen charac- 
ter would prove very beneficial to this country by the communication 
of various interesting knowledge, as Sweden has a great number of ex- 
cellent scholars ; and not less by influencing the moral conduct of those 
who are under his care. I request your serious attention to this ! If a 
single bad character can occasion much evil, and if the virtues of every 
individual produce many salutary fruits in Society, it is very necessary 
to promote the religious and moral means for the many of all nations 
who flock to this country. In this view not only natives of Sweden 
claim your consideration, but also those of Denmark and Norway, 
whose religious worship and language so much resemble the Swedish, 
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that seamen and other persons from those countries frequent the Swedish 
Church during their residence in Philadelphia. 

Two American Ministers will suffice for the three congregations until 
their increase becomes considerable. When the revenue can be im- 
proved by leasing the vacant lots, it would be very beneficial to purchase 
a glebe in Kingsess, and even in Upper Merion after a convenient period ; 
as a clergyman must live among the people in order to be most useful. 

The rights of Swedish descendants must never be surrendered ; but a 
gradual communication of them to others on proper conditions will pro- 
mote religion, and the true interest of the congregations. Let therefore 
persons of good character purchase compleat membership ; let the price 
be equivalent to the advantages thus obtained ; and let the moneys so 
raised be laid out in the purchase of land for the improvement of the 
revenue. 

In the deepest affliction for the loss of my beloved wife who expired 
two days ago after the severest tortures in the epidemic fever, I have 
penned these principal matters of advice in the language of affectionate 
zeal ; leaving particulars to your own discretion. 

With sincere prayers to Allmighty God for his blessing upon you both 
social and personal, I am 

Your faithful friend and Servant 

Philadelphia Nicholas Collin. 

the 1* of October 1797. 

[Mrs. Collin died of yellow fever, and was buried in the " Old Swedes' 
Church-yard." Her epitaph reads : Beneath | repose the Earthly re- 
mains | of | Hannah, Wife of | Nicholas Collin, | Eector of the Swedish 
Churches | in Pennsylvania, | departed on the 29th of September | 1797 
| Aged 48 Years and 2 months. | He erected this monumental | record of 
her piety, kindness, | oeconomy, neatness; her faithful | affection to 
him in many trying I scenes ; of his grief, which shall not | cease until 
they meet in the land | of the living.] 

Lockwood Genealogy. — We take pleasure in announcing that the 
"Colonial and [Revolutionary History of the Lockwood Family," de- 
scendants of Edmund and Robert Lockwood, of Watertown, Massachu- 
setts, 1630-36, and Fairfield County, Connecticut, is ready for the press. 
The work, covering a period of nearly three centuries, will include about 
eleven hundred family genealogies ; also extracts from official colonial 
records of Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, Maine, 
and other States, and the military records of one lieutenant-colonel, two 
majors, twelve captains, four lieutenants, and sixty privates ; and of one 
commodore in the navy, who served during the War for Independence. 
Particularly interesting will be a number of letters written from "Camp 
before Quebec," in 1776, by Major James Lockwood. The second express 
sent in April of 1775, conveying the news of the battle of Lexington, 
which was countersigned from Connecticut to South Carolina by the 
Committees of Safety, was written by Major Lockwood. Photographs of 
the old homestead, tombstones, and historical papers, and reproductions of 
Revolutionary documents, will further increase the value of the volume. 

Long Island Historical Society.— We have received a neat 
pamphlet from this Society, containing the minutes prepared on the 
death of Hon. James Carson Brevoort, the first President ; Mrs. Urania 
Battell Humphrey ; John Greenwood ; and Albert Smith Barnes. Mr. 
Brevoort was elected a non-resident member of the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania in December of 1858. 
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Poor Will's Pocket Almanac. — Among the recent accessions to the 
library of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania are a number of Poor 
Will's Pocket Almanacs. From a copy of the issue of 1773, which evi- 
dently belonged to a member of the Pemberton family of this city, we 
make the following extracts recorded on its interleaved pages : 

January. Pleasant weather the forepart of this month to the . . . 
when it began to be very cold and filled the river with ice. 

Feby. 21. An extreme cold day — high wind from W. N. W. 

Feby. 22. The cold continues ; Delaware frozen over. 

June 8. Came to David Buckman's in Newtown, Buck's Co., with son 
Phineas, nurse and Biddy. . . 

July 10. Went up with D r Smith to son Phinny at Buckmans, on a 
message received of his being very ill. 

Aug. 7. Went up to Buckman's with daughters Sally and Molly on 
5th and returned on 7th. 

In a copy of the issue for 1795, we find the following recorded : 

5 mo. I, 1795. Put 200 dolls, into Messrs Bartram's hands for 

getting types for Concordance . . . £75 

J. Boyd to him 28, 6, 8 

£103. 6. 8. 

5 mo. 8, 1795, Bought a Bill of John Wilcox for £100. Sterling—cost 
460 Dolls. — at the Mutual Risk of the subscribers — to be expended in 
purchasing a fount of Types for Printing Cruden's Concordance. 

Isaac Collins, 
Stacy Budd, 
Arch d Bartram. 



Portraits of Benjamin Franklin.— A small print, lettered: 
" Doctor Benjamin Franklin. Engraved by W m Evans, from an original 
picture (the last painted) in the possession of D r Jas. Hamilton. Pub- 
lished for Lackington, Allen & Co. Jan. 1. 1804," appears to be from a 
hitherto unknown painting. Who was the artist ? H. 

Stoffel Wagner's Tavern. — In a letter of my grandfather, written 
in 1795, in which he gives an account of a journey made on horseback 
to the North Branch of the Susquehanna, he refers to " Stoffel Wagner's 
Tavern," where he passed the night without being " pestered by bed-bugs 
or any of their connection," and where for supper and breakfast " the 
finest brook trout were served." Where was this tavern ? 

Stoffel Wagner's Tavern. — This tavern stood on the road be- 
tween Philadelphia and Bethlehem, about a mile south from Heller- 
town. It was built about 1752, on a tract of one hundred and eighty- 
four acres, patented to Wagner by Thomas and Richard Penn in June 
of that year. William Bradford, in 1755, printed a pamphlet — "Ac- 
count of distances from the city of Philadelphia, of all places of note 
within the improved part of the Province of Pennsylvania" — in which 
" Stophen Waggoner's" is given as ten miles north of Swamp Meeting 
(now Quakertown), and five miles south from Bethlehem. Lafayette 
rested at Wagner's on his way to Bethlehem, after being wounded at 
Brandywine. Subsequent to 1812 it was known as Woodring's Tavern. 



